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intensity, a translation of which is given below,1: The.
curves range from the highest degree, 10, correspond-
ing to disastrous effects on buildings, down to the
lowest but one, 2, which would be applied to a shock
felt only by a small number of persons at rest It is
evident, I think, that these lines cannot be regarded
as drawn with great accuracy. The number of
records (nearly 4000, from about 1,600 places), great
as it is, is hardly sufficient for the purpose; and many
were collected from newspapers. The circulars of
inquiry also contained no distinct questions corre-
sponding to the different degrees of the scale em-
ployed, and therefore it is not always certain that the
intensity recorded was the maximum observed. But,
if the curves might have varied in detail with a larger
and more accurate series of observations, they must
represent in their main features the distribution of
seismic intensity throughout the disturbed area. One

" l i. Recorded by a single seismograph, or by some seismographs of
the same pattern, but not by several seismographs of different kinds,
the shock felt by an experienced observer.

2.  Recorded by seismographs of different kinds; felt by a small
number of persons at rest.

3.   Felt by several persons at rest; strong enough for the duration
or direction to be appreciable.

4.   Felt by  several   persons in  motion;   disturbance of movable
objects, doors, windows; creaking of floors.

5.   Felt generally by every one; disturbance of furniture and beds;
ringing of some bells.

6.  General awaking of those asleep; general ringing of bells; os-
cillation of chandeliers, stopping of clocks ; visible disturbance of trees
and shrubs; some startled persons leave their dwellings.

7.   Overthrow of movable objects, fall of plaster, ringing of church
bells, general panic, without damage to buildings.

8.   Fall of chimneys, cracks in the walls of buildings.

9.   Partial or total destruction of some buildings.

10. Great  disasters,  ruins,   disturbance  of strata,   fissures in   the
earth's crust, rock-falls from mountains.